
William Ashplant – Foreman / Manager
William Ashplant was born in 1839 at St Giles in
the Wood, Torrington, Devon, where he married
Henrietta Bryant from Bristol in 1861. By 1863
they had moved to Ipswich, Suffolk where he
found employment as a machinist with
Ransomes, Sims and Jefferies.

In late 1871, 32 year old William had secured a job
as a manufacturers manager at Chauntry Mills
and the family had moved to Haverhill making a
home in one of the terraced houses at the end of
the High Street. Their neighbours were the
Ungless family who had a mineral water
business.

William and Henrietta had four daughters and
one son while in Ipswich. Two more children
born in Haverhill made the family complete.
Mary born 1863
Henry born 1864
Lilian born 1865
Florence born 1868
Edith born 1870
Henrietta born 1873
William born 1878
Lilian, Edith and Henrietta were all to become
teachers.

By 1888, after securing a mortgage
of £550 from his employer, the
family had moved to Heazeworth
House, Hamlet Road. In the 1991
census William described his
occupation as Manager and
Engineer in Linen and Cotton
Weaving Factory.
Heazeworth House can be seen in
the photo right which was taken
c1911 with Haverhill Brass Band
marching past.

William’s youngest son, also called William, was killed
in September 1916 while serving with the Canadian
Infantry in France. He is commemorated on the
Canadian Memorial at Vimy Ridge.

William died at home on 6th January 1896, at
the age of 58 years. He had been suffering
from Bright’s disease, an acute kidney
condition. His funeral took place on the 11th,
the interment being at Haverhill Cemetery.
The cortege left Heazeworth House passing
by Chauntry House and Chauntry Mills
where the procession grew in numbers as
employers and employees fell in with those
following the mourning coaches carrying
family members. In the cemetery the coffin
was borne by men from the department that
William managed.

There was a sick fund at Chauntry
Mills. Contributions were made by
employees who were ‘shut out’
because they were late for work.
Read the Rules and Regulations.
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